THE TEXAS NAVY—COMMODORE MOORE.

SPEECH OF HON. SAM HOUSTON,
OF TEXAS,
In e Sexate, July 15, 1854.

In pursuance of notice previously given to malke
|a personal explanation—
Mr. HOUSTON said:
Iam always reluctant, Mr, President, to ocenpy
| any portion of the time of the Senate, and es-
i pecially am [ g0 now, as that time is becoming
| precious; and were it not that this dn{;
| Lo have been set apart far the purpose, I should

hesitate 1o priceed, particularly as the matter of
' which [ design to speak is rather of individual
than of general concernment. It is not stricly
personal in its character, for it involves principles
to which I think it is my duty to give my atlen-
| tion. Tt not only invelves my individual action,
[ but that of an honorable member of this body
| from Maryland, [Mr. Pearce,] who is not now
i present. It will be recollected, that at the last
| session of Congress a discussion arose on the bill
i for the relief of the officers of the Texan navy,
! during which the Senator from Maryland [Mr.
| Peance] propounded n-question to me, to which |
i I respouded. After the Senate had adjourned, | |
think it was, there uppears to have been a letter |
addreased to that Senator, calling in guestion th
correctness of his statements, and a nging tha

| they were prejudicial and inconsistent with truth, |

! respecting an individual whose name was involved
! | find, sir, in that letter, that my action has been
i called in question with the honorable Senator, and
| 1 have & remark to make in relation to that Senator,
i as he is not present.  Neither the facts stated by

him, nor his argumentrin the cuse, were obnox-
' 10us to censure or reprehension. The gentleman’s
| demeanor is too well known in this body, his
| standing is too fair and exalted, to require any
| eulogium at my hands. 1 shall, therefore, leave
| that reputation which haa been so well established
| by himself, and which has been assailed, to sus-
| tain him in his absence.
| _The letter to which I allude, signed by ex-
| Gommodore E. W. Moore, and addressed to the
| Benutor from Maryland, was first published in
| the Richmond Examiner, & paper printed in Vir-
(ginia. I find that the part impugning the veracity
of the Senator is in these words:

T gome now 1o that part of your remarks in which vou
went nut of the record, and made what 1 regret 10 say was
an unjustifiable auack upon my reputation, not founded in
law or fact, ™

This, air, is the allegation. The letter is too
long to oceupy the time of the Senate with jig
reading.
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| high position in which the individual who wrote
| and publighed it has been p_lacel:l, Thgl gantﬁ‘e-_.
| man is now our resident Minister at Turin. This

publication took place in the month of March, ag

well as I recollect, or about that time; and the
| gentleman received his appointment in the month
| of August following. | have no disposition to
animadvert upon his character, or his editorial
privileges, or the manner in which he has sus-
tained himself in his appointment to the responsi-
ble situation which he now fills; but, Mr. Pres-
ident, I will call the attention of the Senate to the
facts siated in his editorial, He says, in reference
to the officers of the Texan navy:

“These officers have very naturally applied to the Con-
| gress of the United States dor redress ; and at tlm: last ges-
| sion they would have obuined it, in spite of frantie opposi-
| tion from the placenien of our naval service, had not Mr.
' Peaner, of Maryland, ehosen the mament when the bill
| was about to pass. the Senate, 10 nake the grossest mis-
| statement of facts in relation w the whole business, that
| could have been made. In this honersble movement. he
| was aided ro the extent of his ability by Senator HovaToN.
| The motive of the later was long borne malice to Commo-

| dore Maore, with whom, in common with every other dis-
(| tinguished public man in ‘Texas, he bad involved himmself
I'in persunal quarrels during his résime of that Republic.

E “What the misstatements of Mr. PeaRoE were, we leave

the reader o leamn from the letter ofCommaodore Moore, who
¢ detalls them, and refutes then, with equal fairness, ability,
| good taste, and good sense.’* .

So far as my personal conduct has been con-
erned, Mr. President, I am regardless of the
! opinions of the world, or their stricture upon my
(actions. They are fair game; and if they are a
; target that gentlemen choose to shoot ai, they
! are welcome to waste theirammunition ; but when
; my official acts, and my responsibility in this
body as a Senator, associated with another mem.
ber, are called in question, I feel it my duty to
vindicate myself, and to lay before the Senate a
character put fairly in issue by this charge of 'my
accuser. In this same publication | see n charge
made against the ex-President of Texas in the dia-
charge of his official duty, and [ am constrained,
from a thorough knowledge of the facts of the
| case, to brand that in the outset with untruthful-
I hess.  The writer of the letter states:

“ During Sain Houston's first term as President of T xas,
he had a difference with the Secratary of the Navy, Hon,
8. Rhodes Fisher. The difference was of such a character
thiat Mr. Fisher would not resizn until it was seuled beyond
any doubt. The President impenched him, and he was tried
by the Senate of the Republie, which biwdy did not sustain
the impeachment.  Mr. Fisher then resigned.”

Now, Mr. President, this is a trivial matter;
but as it is an opening wedge to others of more
importance, 1 shall take the liberty of showing
that it contning not one word of truth, so far as
. the result of that transaction is concerned. The
. individual mentioned no longer exists;and I have

I
I

| ho disposition, in vindication of the President of

Texns, to say aught against his memory; but I
shall use historical facts which exist. He had
rst applied to the President to get leave to take
command of the navy of Texas while he was
Secretary of the Navy. [t was denied him. He
+ obtained a furlough to visit his family ; but instead
|| of doing that he went to sea in personal commarid
| of the navy,on a cruiseof three months. ‘I'rans-
~actions took place under his direction which in-
volved the churacter of Texas and her finances to
{a considerable extent. At least 5,000 had to be
paid to the British Government for the improper
seizure of the Fliza Russell, a vessel that was
seized contrary to the orders issued by the Secre--
ttary of the Navy himself to the commander of
{the navy. The seizure was in direct violation of
 law, because she had nothing contraband of war
. on board. When she came as a prize into the
* harbor of Galveston, the President referred all the
. facts to ti:e Avorney General, a legal gentleman
tof high standing dispatched for the purpose, and
i on his return he ordered a clearance to the Eliza
i Russell.  Such was the condition of the navy at
| the time, that the commander said he would bring
his guns to bear upon her, so insubordinate wasg
the spirit which then existed in thecountry, The
President suspended the Secretary of the Navy
one o

| 80 800N a8 it was ascertained that he had
! sea.  On his return he reported for duty, but the
| President informed him that his services were not

required. He reported it to the Senate of the

>
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Republic of Texas, and the Senate, by a majority, |
pustained the President; and Mr. Fisher was |
removed. There is one matter settled.

But, Mr. President, as it iz my design to go
preity fairly into a subject that has been before
the Senaie repeatedly, and to settle matters beyond
all doubt in relation to the character and preten-
gions of an individual to certain benefits and
favors from the Senate, I shall teke the liberty of
relying exclugively, for the establishment of such
facts as have been alleged, upon recorded testi-
mony which is irrefutable; so far as the chas-
acter of the individual may be concerned, I shall
rely upon documentary evidence, not so much for
the purpose of vindicating the ex-President of
Texas, as for the purﬁgse of establishing the
truth, that history hereafier may bear the record
of the facts as they existed, and do stiil exist. So
far as | am individually concerned, if it were a
matter exclusively personal, | could pass it over
with indifference, and with my personal existence
it would terminate. But when an individual hag
been placed in high and responsible situations,

- when hie official coriduct has been impugned, and
when he has been assailed in books and volumes
which are to be found in the Congress library of |
this Republic, it is necessary that he should pi:me |
on record a refutation of the charges, that his poa- |
terity hereafter, when he has passed from the scene
of action, may not be questioned as to the exist-
ence of certain facts, and be told, whenan answer
is given not indicating intelligence on the subject,

_that no refutation is found to them. I do not wish
posterity to be tgld that the charges are gravely
made by men of high official fan%\', and it is in
vain to say that the ex-President of T'exas could
have refuted the eharges if he haa not done it; for
if he eould, he would have done it, because the
position in which these accusations are found, in
relation to the archives of the country, give them
a gravity and importance that would seem to de-
mand some refutation. Sir, [ intend that poster-
ity shall notbe asked ** W hy did your ancestor not
meet and refute, or brand these charges?™ and if
they can give no information upon the subject, to
have it sad, “*Ah,if he could have done it, it would '
have been done;’ and thus to have the slanderous |
atatements taken pro eomfesso. 1 intend, so far as
the conduct of the ex-President of Texas is con-
cerned, that if the father has eaten sour grapes,

" the children’s teeth shall not be set on edge; and
for this purpose it will be necessary to revert to
one epoch in the history of Texas. Though it is
back a considerable distance in time, it is never.
theless important to an understanding of the facts
to be here submitted, as well as in connection with
the history of the relations which Texns now
bears to this country; for matters-are not yet set-
tled between the late Republic of Texns, now a
member of this Confederacy, and the Federal
Government. 1 wish that a fair and equitable
adjustment may take place; and so far as the pro-
duction of facts and history will go, I intend that
it shall be done. :

Sir, the year 1841, ever memorable for disasters
to the Republic of Texus, was the year in which
the unforsunate expedition of Sante Fé wus plan-
ned, which terminated 8o disastrously to the honor
of the eountry, as'well as to the lives of the par-
ties engaged in it, and the finances and means of
defense of the country. It was in the month of |
July of that year that the Texas navy was sub-J

i
|

sidized to Yucatan, an integral part of the Repub-
lie of Mexico. The then President of T'exas,
Mr. Lamar, made & communication to the. Gov-
ernor of Yucatan, proposing to confederate with |
him to render aid, and to receive reciprocal aid |
from. him. In conformity to the invitation orig-i
inating with the President of Texaa, a Minister
arrived from the Government of Yueatan, then in
a revolutionary state against Mexico, with pro-
posals to obtain the navy of Texas, for the pur-
pose of condueting a war against the central Gov-
ernment of Mexico. On the 17th of September,
I think, the proposition was submitted by Mr.

adraza, and accepted through the Secretary of
State by the President of Texas. On the 18th
the matter was consummated, and divections given |

to the navy of Texas immediately to sail, and co-
operate in the defense of Yucatan against Mexico;
or, in other words, to aid and assistin the rebellion.
This was dene without any authority or sanclion |

of the Congresa or Senate of the Republic of
Texas. It was a mere act of grace or will on the
part of the President. Commodore Moore, with
some four vessels, sailed down tn Yueatan, aev-
eral hundred miles south of the fort of Vera Cruz,
leaving the entire coast of Texas subject to inva-
sion by the u;fm-ior forces of Mexico,and the com-
merce with Mexico entirely open and unchecked
bglr Texas. In December the vessels arriwgd
off Campeachy. 'They were to receive manthly
%S,GOD, 80 long as they remained in the service of

ucatan. They remained there, I think, until
the month of June, in 1842. The new President
wag'inaugurated on the 12th of December follow-
il;g; and we find by the records, that on the 15th
of that month the navy was recalled forthwith,
and ordered to the portof Galveston. The orders
ought to have reached the navy in ten or twelve
days. A pilot boat was dispatched to earry the
orders to Commodore Moore, the commander;
but that vessel, owing to pécnliar influences at
Galveston, or some other cireumatances, was not
Ezrmiued to reach Campeachy until the 10th of

arch following. On the first of May, I think
it was, the fleet returned, having been absent
from December, receiving the monthly stipend of
$8,000, which was not accounted for. In the
mean time, the Government being without resour-
ces, and money having depreciated to ten cents
on the dollar, the former issue of the treasury
notes had been suspended, and for their redemp-
tion a new currency of §200,000 was created,
called the exchequer bill, and more than §50,000
of it was never at one time 10 be issued from the
treasury, Well, sir, the vessela returned. An
appropriation of 897,000 had been made for the
purpose of paying off the seamen and supplying
the navy with what aids the Government could
give, so soon asthe money should bein the treas-
ury to meet the appropriations, which never oc-
curred until the annexation of Texas. About
$18,000 was appropriated for the purpose of lay-
ing upthe veasels in ordinary, or for being applied
in the most beneficiul manner in sustaining the
navy. .

On his return, the Commodore represented that
by going to New Orleans he could command
ample means to keep the navy at mea. About the
10th of March he sailed from Galveston, and never
returned until, I think it was, May, 1843. From
time o time his promises were made. The
818,000 were advanced for the purpose of aiding
and assisting the navy to get to sea. A proclama-
tion of blockade had been made, and 1t was the
design of the Government of Texas, if poasible,
to annoy the commerce of Mexico, and place
upon it such restrictions as to coerce a pence.
But the navy remained secure in the port of New
Orleans. It was apprehended the intention was
not to return, The impracticability of getting to
sea had been ascertained, and an order was given
for the return of the squadron from New Orleans
to Galveston, because the §18,000 appropriated
for the navy had been granted, the President of
the Republic first refusing 10 permit it to be in the
hande of the Commodore for diabursement, but
at last granting ityon the condition that it was
not to be disposed of, or any portion of it even
hypothecated, for less than ninety days. He
refused 1o give it because he believed it to be
insincere; but his Cabinet around him implored
him to grant it, assuring him that all reliance
might be placed upon its proper use, and hetyielded
under the restriction sf not hypotheeating it for
less than ninety days, The Commodore received
the money, left for New Orleans, and disobeying
his instructions, threw the money immediately
into circulation, which was squandered in every
direction at a time when the iszues from the treas.
ury wera suspended with the avowal that no more
money should be issued for a certain time. It
brought against the Government the imputation
that it was acting with duplicity. ‘While it held
out that money was not to be issued at the Capitol
or at Houston, that money was sent off to a dis-
tance to be issued, and that depreciated the char-
acter of the carrency. The navy remained,
though, in the port of New'Orleans, the commo-
dore still giving assurances of his efficiency, and
telling what immense thinga he would do; while
he was living in splendid style, and keeping up
everything in a way which the means of Texas

« P

|

at home could not support. While he remained
the distrust increased. It existed before from his
conduct in evading orders and keeping the navy
out after the new Administration came in. Re=
En_ea!edly, successive ordera were issued requiring
im to return the vessels to the port of Galveston;
and the Legislatire at length met, and passed a
secret act for the purpose of disposing of the navy.
Why was that act secret? It was not to conform
to the desire_of the Executive; for the President
was 80 happily circumstanced that he never had a
majority in Congress to suatain his measures; and
his only consolation was, that he had honest men
enough to sustain his vetoes, .
. The President, under these circumnsiances, found
it necessary Lo appoint commissioners to carry out
this secret act; but in the meantime repeated orders
had been disregarded, and it was believed that if 4
the act was made public it would be avoided. In
confirmation of this, I see the individual has him-
self said that he waa charged in seccet session with
having designed to turn pirate. How that was [
know not; but I do know, that 8o unbelieving was
the Congress in his integrity, that it passed a secret
act, lestits publieity might induce him to run away
with the veasels, or make some disposition of them
80 a8 to lose them effectually to the country. That
wasd the reagon why the secret act was passed, and
no other reason did | ever hear assigned. I will
read the instructions given to the commissioners,
that the Senate may be fully apprised of the cic-
cumstances under which it was pagsed:
Execorive DEpARTHMENT,
WasminoTon, Texas, 22d Mareh, 1843, %
Genriemus : Your official report of the 10th instant,
with the accompanying papers, has been Iald before me by
the acting head of the War and Marine Department. In

full eomtemplation of all thesubjects involved in the trans-
action, I must now render my orders wuching the arain
ment of the dwé!_n of Congresa in passing the seeret actfor
the disposition of the navy.

Colonel Willlam Bryan, Conaul of Teéexas and Navy
Commissioner, willimmediately procoed to New Ogleans,
and, in conneetion with Colonel James Morgan, also Naval
Cotmmissioner, employ all proper and legal means 1o get
Lba-mnm of the nationnl vesscle—ihe slig Austin and

rig Wharton—likewise all the public stores, arms, equip-
ments, and I}nhlic propery of every descriplion belonging
o the Republie, holding the same subjectto the future or-
dera of the Government of Texas.

Should any resistanee be made 1o the orders of this Gov-

i ermient by any officer of the Navy, 0+ by other persons,

you will apply, in the namea of 1his Government, to the
Fauderal or other proper authorities of the United Siates,
and demand of the same such aid as may be compuiible
wilh the relations of the Lwo countries and the laws of na-
tinna. .

Post Captain E. W. Moore has no amthority from this
Government (0 ship men, appoint officers, and enlist ma.
rinea, or do any other nct or thing, but w sail to the port of
Galveston and reporl, or “turn over the command of the
nnvy o the senior officer nextin rank present,” and repon
in pemson to the Deparinent, since the 29th of October,
1842, He has had no authority to egfter into any arrange -
went with Yucawmn, nor could he do 2o without eonlumacy
e his superiors, or trenson to his country.  The fact of lus
shipping men, ar enlisting, or receiving volunteer marines,

b with an intention to go (o sea without the orders or sane-

tion of his Government, or contrary to orders, on armed
vesseld, will clearly render iLa case cognizable by Govern

ment authoritics nf the United States.  1His setting at “de-
fianee the laws of hia own country,” to which he owes
dllegance, is clearly treason.

When :i:c orders under which he reccived his scaled
orders were suspended by the order for him to repair 1o
Galveston, the “'sealed orders” were of no avail, and it s
hig duty to requrn them sealed’ 1o the Deparment—as the
event nuthorizing the seal to be broken has not irnnspired,
aml cannot now occur under the sanction of his Govern-
ment. His existence as an officer is derived from the organs
mul {unctionaries under the constitution and laws of Texas,
and e is bound to know and obey them.  Not ta nhey is
“unofficer-like’—1o resst them is “mutiny,” and o defy
then i freason.’”  For him 16 persist would be “piracy.

Shoulid Post Captain E. W. Moore not foribwith remder
obedience to the orders of the Department, with which you
are furnished, you will have published in one or more
newspapers in the city of New Orleans, my proclamations,
amd wrward an aunthenticated copy with whicl yon are
furnished, to the Hon. Ashbel Smith, Chargé d*Aaires of
Texas to France, at Parls ; and also & copy o our Chargé
d7A ffaires (o the United Statee, tha Hon, l':m Van Zandt,
at Washington r.ilﬁ;

It is deplorable for a nation to be reduced to the dilemma,
af either exposing the shameless delingunency and dugrang
erimes of ils officers, or suffer itself 1o become the objeet of
contempt, or the vietim of insubordination and anarchy.

Our national humiliation is atributed to 8 few disorzan-
izing men, who seek power without merit, und a fiew in-
cendiary presses, supported by such men, with the avewed
design of piostrating the constitutional officers by revolu-
fion. They shall fuil,

I sugmest these facts, that yon may meet and countoract
their influence, for the nation’s sake and lhonor,

I beseeeh you, intermit pothing until you have accom -
plished the objecta of the law, for the prompt execution of
which you were appointed.
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Shonld sickness or any other canst prevent the com- l
missioners from acting jointly, they,or either of them, may
aet in all things separaicly ﬂll:l siugly, f’ui not adversely.
I have the honor to he your obedient scrvant,
SAM HOUITON
To Jases Moroan and WiLttas Bryan, Esqe. . s

That was written by the President on appoint-|
ing the commissioners o earry out the gecret ant, I
because it was believed that the navy. of Texas
was in peril.  Obedience was not rendered. On
the contrary, the Commodore shipped men, and
went to sea. Everything that was caleulated to ||
embarrass the country was done. But, sir, at the
same time, the proclamation referred to was put
in his possession, and was intended for his gov- |
ernment and control, It is in these words:

Droclamalion of President Sam Houslon.

Whereas E. W, Moore, a poet eapinin, eommanding the |
Q'mfy of ‘T'exna, was on the Zith ol Octobor, 1842, by the
acting Secretary of Warand Marine, noder the direetion |
of thir President, srderad o leave the porg of Now Orleans, |
i the Uoited States, and =ail with all the vessels aonder his |
command th the port of Galveston, [rxas; and whereas -
the said orders were reiternted on the Sth and 16th Novem |
ber, 1842 : and wharens the said Post Captain E. W. Moore,
wag ordered again on the 20 December, 1842, 10 proesed
immediaiely and reporg to 1he ﬂvimmuulu in perso: and
whereaz, he was agaln o the 24 Jannary, 1343, ordered to
_actin conflvnnity 10 previows orders, and, iF practicable, te |
report sl Galveston : and whereas, he was agnin on the 224 |
snme month, peremplorily ordered to report in person 1o}
the Depnriment, and to leave the ship Austin and brig
Wharton under the ctmmand of the senior officer pres.
ent: and whereas, also, commisgioners were qppr:in'le.c]_
and duly commissioncd under a sreret act of (he
gresz of the Republie in relation toohe utaes disposition |
af the navy of Texas, who procesded 0 New Orleqns ||
in dizeharze of the duties asgigned thew: and wherens,
the said Post Captain E. W, Moore has disobeyed, aud
eontinies @ disobey, all orders of this Government, and
has refused, and  continues 0 refise, 0 deliver over the
Fald vessels to the said commissioners ju acenrdance with
law, but, on the contrary, declares a dizeegard of the
orders of this Governmient, aid avows his intention 10 pro-
ceed to sea auder the flag of Texas, and in direet viola
tion of sail onlers, and eruizse apor the high seas wil
armed vessela contrary 1o the laws of this Republie, and of |
nations: and whereas, the President ofthe Ru.puhafc Is de- |
termined o enfres the laws and exonerate e nation from
thé imputation and aanction of such infamoes conduct, and |
with o view tolexercize the offices of friendship and gond ||
|

|

P ... g

neighborhood mwards these nuions whose recognition has
heen ohined, and for (e purpose of aecording due re.
speet 1o the safery of commerce and the mnintenance of ||
those mnat rsacntial rutes of subardination which have not ©
been heretafione =0 flagrantly violated by the subaliern offi-

cergofany onganized Government knowin w the pressnt iige, |
it has become neecessary and proper to make poblie these |
various actz of disobediener, contumacy, and muiry, on i

the part of Pox Captain B, W. Moore,

I, Sam Houvston, Prasident and Commander in-UChief of |
the Armiy and Navy of the lepublic of Texas, do by these

presenis declare and proclaim that the aforesaid Post Cap |

|

|

i

1ain 12, W. Moore, i= suspended from all command in the
Nayy of the Repnblie, and that all orders ' sealed 2 oroth -
erwize, which were {zsued 10 the said Post Caplain B, W,
Moore previons to the 20th Octoher, 1842, are hereby re- |
voked, and declared null and void, und he is hereby ecom
manded o ohey subsequent ordere and report forthwith, in
perzom, i the head of the Department of War and Marine
of thix Government.

And | do further declare and proelain, on failiire of ohe-

I
i
dience 10 this coimmand, or on his haviag gone (o sea, eon. !
trary o orders, that this Government will no longer hold |
ftanlf reeponeible for his aets upon the high sear, butin |
ench easze request all the Governmenta fn treaty, or on I
_rerma of gmity with this Government, and all naval officers

on the high sea or in porta foreign ta this coontry, to seize .'
the snid Post Captain B. W. Muure, the ship Austin and '}
brig Wharton, with thuir erews, and bring them or any of !
them inrn the port of Iveston, that the vessels may he
mizeteed 10 the Republic, and the eutprdt or enlprite arcigoed
and punizhed by the sentence of a legal tribunal.

The naval powers of Christendom will n pnrmi: #eh
a flagrant and unexampled outrage by ac snder of pub-
lie vessels of war upon the rights of his nation, and wpon |
hig speeial omh and duty, 1w pass unrcbuked, for sueh ||
woull be o dedroy all civil rale and establi=h a precedent
that wauld jenpardize the esmmerce of the dcean and
remder enengragement and sanction w piracy.

Tn testimony whersof, [ have hereunto set my hand and
eansed the great seal of the Repablic o be afixed.

Done at Washington, the 23d day of Muareh, in the year |,
of vur Lord 1843, and of the lndependenes af the Repubile |
the eighth. BAM ILOUSTUN. |

Thut was placed in the possession of Commo- 1
dore Moore, on the arrival of the commissionersat |
New Orleans; and corresponding orders weregiven 1|
to the next senior oflicer to assume the command |
of the navy,und to bring it forthwith to Galveston. |
The officer second in command, receiving the or- |
dere, cobperated with the Commodore, and in eor- ||

! sigsippi receiving, as he asserts, the intellizence |
- that he could 1ake the whole fieet of Mexico, he I
© presged sail by Galveaton on to Campeachy. There !l

, under those circumstances?-
. martial for the tria] of several smlors charged with |
' migconduaet,

I* by him when he was under arrest himself.

. histary.

| Ereshes with the eats, hut st cugly re¢ommended v merey 3
LB,

lved lashes with the caz, wod approved the sentence of
v death on the prizoucrs Autonie Landoi=, marine, Ja

sy carporal of marines, wiid
| the nexi day, April 28, at meridian, by hanging them at

| ove that is ealeulated to reflect imperishable ve- |
' nown upon g anthors.
battle of Sulamis, and we have heard of Traful-

. but here inone new in the annals of aailorshipand
; aaliiership.

i

: have killed both of them, but that the one dodzed o the |

atained from publiehing the proclamation which 1 | after the action of Trafalgar. - If the gallant Sen-

have just read. The Commadore disrezarded the ||

orders given to him to sail to Galveston, but pre- |
tended to go there, and at the mouth of the Mis- !

was glory; there was renown; there was every- |
thing, all counterncring o senge of chedience, and |
the obligation imposed by an aath. |

He sniled; but under what circumstances did he ||

"&nil? He had been ordered home, The orders I.
{ had been reiterated. He had been suspended; | dodeed right.

and he was ordered into arrest.  What did he do ||
He ordered & court- |

‘I'ne  court-martinl convened and |
sentenced them, and the sentences were approved |/
I will ¢
read for the information of the Senate a descrip- |
tion of thatscene, [t is one new in charocter, and
unheard of the annals of maritime or military
i That the Senate may be sensible of the |
circumstances which occurred under the disobedi- |
ence of the orders given to the Commodore, I will !
read his reportin rﬂ!almn to the persons who were
executed. Here it is, dated May 10, 1843, to the "
office of 'war and marine: :
[No, 99.]
Trxas Jp0or oF-War Avsrin,
OrF Caxpeacny, May 10, 1843, §
Sin: T have the honor o report thar T got out of the |
Mizziseippl river on the 190 wlimo, and on the 2180 com- ||
menced enreving ot the aentences of the eourt martial in |
ihe cazes of the San Antonio mutineers, in Febroary, 1842,
Frederick Shepherd, acquitted, pardoned, and released 5 |!

John W, Willlams, who wis senteneed o receive fifly I

i
1
[

shied Willizen Barrington with one fundved fashes |
3 25th, punished EBdward Kenan with one han-

wikh e

Hudging, seansn, lsuae Allen,

anian, and William 2i
wAs carried intaeXecution

the foreyard=—[attede 23° 317 north, longitode 83° 197 2
wast,  The bodies ware Jeft hanging one hour, when they
were Inwered on deck and given to the messes for the piar-
powe of preparing them foc ierment, and at hall past two
o’clock their badies were eomnimitted to the deep. :

Iu performing this painful duty, 1 felt mysell bound 1o
carey aul the sentence of the courl, a8 there wae 1ot in the
evidence one single palliating eircomstance. I e De-
partment will doubriess recolleet that a liewtenant was mur-
dored; and two midshipimen shot.

All these transactions oceurred under the order !
of suspension and arrest, and after he had seen |
the proclamation denouncing him na a pirate, as |
a mutineer, if he went to sea econtrary to the di-
rectiona given ta him. These are some of the |
fucts connected with that remarkable history. I

|
i
i

But, sir, there were some glorions achievements, ||
e aniled to Yucatah, and we find rhe first en- ||
gagement that oceurred one of no amall interest—

We have heard of the !

zar. We have heard of our own achicvements;
It tank place at the first engagement ||
afier the
of April: i
From the official report by James W. Moore, |
the Commodore's secretary and brother, I make '
this extiact: |

ommodore saw the enemy, on the 30th

| gavernment o
() &20 000 o fit the vessels under my command for sea, .
I

'+ Texas.

ator from Ilinois*[Mr: Suierps]had half the pér- -
ception of the comimadore to discover the “shat,
he never would havebeen shot:through the breast,
but eould have dodged it: and so could Moreau,
who was killed by a cannon shot. - So, too,-
Charles XII. of Sweden might have survived,
Why, sir, he would have conquered Russia if he.
had possessed half the tact of the Texas commo-
dore to perceive a Paixhan shot, and dodge.it. I°
do not know which way he dodged, whether to -
the: right or to the left, but I have no doubt he
[Laughter.]

Well, sir, his dadging did not end there. After
that, no orders went from Texas as-a matter of -
eourse, The authority of Texas over the :navy
had been disavowed. Not only the commodore
himself, the officer next ir ecommand, but the very
commissioners appointed for a ningieg:rpoae.hnd
also disregarded tll:eaur.hority of the Government.
They remained there; and itis a remarkable fact
that the persone with whom th-?r were allied are
not very well spoken of by nqﬁ)ndy‘ But, sir,
previous to that time, in 1842, shortly after Com-
madore Moore was ordered to New Orleans, he-
was not satisfied witly disobeying the orders of
the Goverrnment, but went forward to form an -

. alliance with Yueatan, an integral part”of the

Mexican Republie, and thus to compromit the
overnment of Texas.” Without the privity or
nowledge ofthe government of Texas, he opened
a correspondence with the Governor of Yueatan,
and pledged the vessels of Texas to the Governor
on certain conditions for a certain contingent pe-’
riod. He wrote a letter to the Governor from
New Orleans, on the 17th of January, 1843, after
he had received order upon order to return to the
harbor of Galveston, in which he said ¢ :
No. 70,
Trxad Broor oF-War AcsTiv,
NEw OBLEANS, Jonuwary 17, 1843,
His Excellency ihe Governor of Ywenlan : .

Sin: By the schooner * Two Sons,” which sails this
evening, and which I have obwined [or the expresa pur-
pose, you will recelve this communication through the
hands of Mr, MeDonald,

In the latter part ot Augnst Inst, 1 dispaiched the schoon-
er of war San Antonio w Yucatan, with leners o his
Excellency, Governor Mendex, eontaining cerlain propo-
gitiong on nu'l]uarl.'rhe tenor of which were, that if the

Yueman wonld send o -me the sum of

Ige my=ellto «ail furthwith for your coast and pro.
he invading furee of the Government of Banta
Unformunaiely the San Antonio was lost in the
henvy and disnsirons galo that swept our Guif in the early
part of Seplember, and has never sinee been hedrd of, con-
sefquently my communieations to your Government wera

Cmever peecived ; bl ey been receivid and aceeded 1w,

T am contident that your commares, yoir enast, and your

| wwns would have hieen nmnolested, and your eonntry in a

ripeand Howrishing eondition.
The government of Texas has furnished all the means

Uit has at command for the purpose of geting her vessels 1o
| =ea, and it i» not rulficient.

The object in sending this
enmmunieation o you now, in thig manuer, i 10 renew

i thnge propozitions, which, il assented o, will cértainly be

highly benficial to both Yacatan and Texas.

Thus it seems that all his care was for Yuca-
tan, regardless of the commerce of Texae, and of

' the condition of her coust, Hepassed by Lhe porta

of the enemy, and went to succor Yucatan. Sir,
during the three years which he boasts he was on
the ocean, he never rendered one day’s service to
The Santa Fé expedition provoked an

AL thiry five ininutes past eleven o'clock a sixty-elight '
pound shat, from e Guadalupe, et the after shrond of ||
thie mizzen figzing about eight foet above the dead ayo, |
Commodors Moora holding the shrand atthe time,) passed

erween Commadare Moore and Lirutwennnt Gray—would
ri--_-l-r._:mcl the rlll’!lsr it the lefi—passed through the ponp |!
deck iuto the cabing and passed out the stern.*?

That waa a very natural direction, I think, for
the shot. This was repacted in the papera of
Texas. It created a sensation at Galveston., That &
was a place of celebrity. [t was the great com-
mercial metropolis of Texas; and there were the |
partisans wha hnd conspired aguinst the Govern-
ment and the Executive, and hed declared that the |
Adminstration, if it did not yield to their dicta- |
tion, should be put down, if it was done by a i

1" efficient aid to her in her necessities.
‘' elaima great merit for having achieved renown,
| for having added to the henor and glory of that

perforined by him.

+invarion of Texas by land, in March, 1842, and

again in September of that year. At this critical

! time Commodore Moore was not on our coasts to

eodperate with our land forees, or to carry troops
and Iand them in the rear of the enemy. He
was never on the const of Texas to render any
And yet he

Republic. It all resolves itself into dodging that
sixty-two pound Paixhan shot, That 18 the
most memorable exploit—the only one of note

He also alleges that the Executive of Texae .
improperly and illegally deprived him of money
to which he was entitled. He knew well that

. . . 1] - = 3 4
reapondencewith thecommissioners—forthey,too, ' revolution. This was a most joyous announce- i

had become warlike, and were cherishing glorious |' ment, and 1 need not tell you ‘the eclat which !
i i there being money applicable to the parpose.- In .
!i his communication to Seilor José Cardcnas, he
or he never would have lost his arm; he never |l says: i

would have bien présented to the world mutilated !

propensities for distinction—disregarded the or- | attached to the hero who had achieved this mighty
ders of the President to them as his special ep- || thing. Why, sir, Nelson had not half the address,

pointees for the accomplishment of the purpose, I
united with Commodore E. W. Moore, and ab- L

< P

. there was not a.dollar in the treasury o pay him,
and the appropriation was made contingent on

 Pagould have bein at vea ldng since il my Governmwent
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sould have furnished the means, I haye been furnished || Commodore E. W. Moore has sustained the || cognize the Government as in existence. ‘He had

with all it could raise, and am short of the amount named
above,? "

There he convicts himself, notwithstanding his |
repeated asseverations that“the President of the
Republic of Texas had corruptly, despotically and
unlawfully detained the anrupriu.tionu made by
the Government, when the fact was that they were
contingent upon the means in the treasury.

Mr. President, I said something of the asso-
ciates with whom he was at Yucatan. To be
sure, itis an old saying that * birds of a feather
flock together;" but I am sorry to think that any
one who ever sailed under the flag of Texas, no
matter what may have been his contumacy, his
disobedience, or disloyalty, should be thrown into
such deplorable association as is represented by
Banto Mendez, Governor of Yucatan. The Gov-
ernor, in a very affectionate communication to the
Commadore, says:

‘ Butif you deem it more proper to come on to Sisal or
Campeachy, you should gather and bring with you, before
abandoning Laguna, all the money to be found in the cus.
tom-hnuse, the munitlons of war and provizions, in addition
to which, you sbould capture and bring with you the per-
sons uf the Collector of Customs, Don Jozé el Rosorio
Gil, Don Joaguin Campo, and the Ecclesiastical Vicar, all
of whom are inost swperlubive rogues.”*

I have no doubt, sir, he told the truth. They

were ‘‘ most superlative rogues;” and yeta Tex-
an commoadore was in association and confeder-
ation with such men! Sir, it is deplorable to
think of it. But to show that he threw off all res-
ponsibility to the Government of Texas, that he
assumed the control of himself and the squadron |
under his command, and regarded himseif as ir- |
respdnsible to any Government, 1 will read from |
the translation of the agreement made by him with |
one of the officers of Yucatan at the time the San |
Antonio was lost, a vessel sent to sea without or-
ders or authority to carry on an i!leﬁal compaet, |
or to enter into one, and invite one by our com- |
mon enemy, This, sir, he did, without the knowl- |
edge of the Government, without the cognizance '
of a single officer of it, unless one of his personal |
associates, But, sir, here is the agreement be-
tween ‘‘ K, W. Moore, commander of the squad-
ron of the Republic of Texas, and Martin F. |
Pareza, Colonel, of the State of Yucatan,in virtue |
of the special power with which they are respect- |
ively invested by their respective Governments.”” |
That is utterly unfounded. [ have no harsh epi- |
thets to use. It is not my desire to use them; bat
there can be no more flagrant violation of truth
-th::il is contained in these words which [ have
read.
he made the agreement, were ** invested by their
respective Governmenta to accord and regulate the
meane of defense for both couniriea agu,ium, the
aggreasions of the Government of Mexico, have,
in the name of their respective Governments, ngreed
to lhf, slipulations contained in the following arti-
cles.

Is not that a forgery? What do you call it
when an individual assumes to act for another, or

|
|
i

|
H
!

Fle says that he and the man with whom I

benefit, and that b
been sustained in her corflicts; 1 think it due to
Texas, whatever may have been her misfortunes,
that she should at least be redeemed from the
. charge of swindling anf privave individual out of
private means. [should besorry if she had taken
anybody’s property without making ample resti-
tutton. In our business transactions with relation
to our currency and - other matters of that sort,
this imputation may rest upon us to some extent,
iff the world think proper w cast it. But, sir, [
! do not choose to have it alleged, when Texas hus
!extanded so much liberality towards this officer,
| that she has used his private means for her own
]
|

i advancement without eompensating him.

When he went to Texaus he had no private
means, nor has he had them to this day, except
what he has derived from Texas, He spenksin
the book which is before me of his great pecuni-
ary sacrifices for the cause of Texas, This book,
i I must inform the Senate, is a publicalion of his,
. vindicating himself ngainst charges which he him-
. self says were erroneously made, Itis a vindica-
tion addressed tothe people of Texus,and consista
of no Jess thun two hundred and four pages, He
haa published to the world what I will undertake
to say does not in fact exist.

i but it was with the condition that it was payable
jonly when there was money in the treasury to
| meet the nppropriation.  The President is nccused
; of illegnlly und maliciously withholding this ap-
i propriation. Not one dollar had the President a

right to issue; for the conditions of the appropria-
ttion had never transpnired. But in avother part,
speaking of his sacrifices, he says that he paid
out of his own pocket, in par funds, upwarte of
$23,000 to keep the navy from disbanding; and
again, in another place, t{m. he used his individual
meang and credit to the amount of $34,700 in sus-
tuining the navy.

Why, sir, it will be seen that, on examination,
this man hpd not one dollar when he went to
Texas. [ will prove that conclusively; and he
never uged a dollar while he was there, unless it
wus the money of the Republic. Sir, | wish to
redeem Texns from the imputation of swindling
any individual who rendered service to that coun-
try. This man has been muniﬁt.eml{; requited
| fur everything he hus done, and even a bonus wus
i given to him far beyond what waa received by
[ any individual who purticipated in the strugglea
i through which Texns has pased. Itis due to
I Texun that she should be vindieated from such an

aspersion, and that she should be vindicated on
thia floor.  From that vindieation, however grat-
ing it may be to the feelings of the individual, 1
shall not shrink, and | shall rely upon documents
unquestionable in their character. | ghall not go
out of the record to impute u single thing not sus-

for a Government without any authority whatever

to do it? Is it not forgery? Well, sir, theyago
| means; in the very correspondence with Yucatan |

and make & very important Largain; and-there is |
one thing in it that shows the insignificance of all |
the naval conflicts that are on record, and that |

this stands alone unrivalled in the annals of the :

world. Here, in the fifth article of this agreement, || | :
i oppressively discharged him from the navy of | .
| that Republic, and arraigns him as having acted ' Antonio was lost on the next. The navy was

it is stipulated *¢ that the -product of all the prizes
that may be made from tlie residue of the Mexican
squadron sghall be religiously divided.” Now, sir,
just think of these “*superlative rogues” making a
religious division of property. [Laughter.] It
seems to me to be a little paradoxical. They pro-
vided thut the Krizeﬂ should,be ** religiously divided |
in proportion betwe®n the Texna squadron and the |
launches and armed canoes of Yucatan.” Now,
sir, who ever heard of anything equal to that? |
Who ever dreamt before of attacking Mexican |

1

i

steamers with armed cances? | never saw canoes
armed, except for spearing fish; but it seems these
men were t0 add immortal glory to their names

by the use of armed canoes.  Sir, when you take i

this in connection with their religious division of |
the spoils, it becomes a very important transac- |
tion. 1t rises far above your ordinary fights with j
seventy-fours:

Sir, there ia another matter which is, perhaps, |
more important than all the others, to which I |
wish to refer. - An. idea has gone abroad that !

" tained by documentary testimony. Agnin and
aguin has this man acknowledged that he had no

| he acknowledged 1t, and yet, in varions instances,

! he attempted to create an impression that he made ',

i lavge pecuniary advances to Texaa.
Ele churges the President of Texas w

|wir.hr>ut law. After the facts which have been

already exhibited, it will be seen that there was |
;i no alternative left for the Executive but to dis- !! cent, but lost hundreds of thousands eof dollars,
|| charge him for-his contumacy and dizsobedience of | Lesides losing the vessels themselves. The Gov-

Eordera, and for the diseredit and inj:lry inflieted

upon the country. He compluins that he was ille-
i gally discharged, because the luws of Texas pro-
vided that no individual should be tried except by
his equals in rank;-and he being Commodore, and
there being but one Commodore, of course there
was no way of trying him. This isa very nice

lea; but the face of the very commission which

e had in his pocket declared that he was to hold
office under tgat commission during good behav-
ior, or during the pleasure of the President, . The
President, after these acts of enormity, finding no
other alternative left, gave him a dishonorable dis-
charge, It was the only possible way in which
he could aet. This man had disregarded all the
orders of the Government.. He had ceased to re-

credit of Texas, and made disbursments for her |
his private fortune she has |

i He states in his |
| book that an appropriation of $97,000 had been '
! made for. the support of the navy. This is true, |

formed an alliance with a foreign Government,
and took upon himself the whole contral of the
navy. Was not this sufficient cause for his dis-
missal > But, really, what were his greatachieve-
mants in this Yucatan expedition, in which he
says he aceomplished so much? In thelast action
he had only two vessels thére. Theother vessels
engaged were of the squadron of Yucatan off Came
peachy, where the last action was fought. His
vessel was literally cut to pieces, five or six gallant
men were killed, and a number wounded. Was
all this for the purpose of rendering the country
any service? as it o execute an order of the
Government? Or was it in violation of orders?
The San Antonia, a valuable veasel sent out in
direct violation of orders, was lost, with over forty
brave men on hoard, well officered, comprising the
best spirita of ‘the navy. But notwithstanding
these facts, this individual denounces the procla-
mation of the President of Texasas a wanton ex-
ercise of Lyrannical anthority. The proclamaton
of the President of Texas, under which the com-
modore was permitted to escape from Yucatan
with his vessels, wes issued in consequence of a
| communication received from Mexico through the
i British Minister, The proclamation reached Cam-
| penchy nfter these men were securely in the harbor,
where the steamers eould notrench them.  In con-
sequence of the proclamation their blockade was
ruised, and ahe? set sail for Texas., Where did
they setzail to? They came 1o Allacranes. The
vessels of Mexico sailed down to Vern Cruz, and

+ left the others snug in the harbor of Yucatan.
They did not come directly home, bowever, bat,
as | have said, went to Allucranes, one hunidred

i} and fifty miles or more autof the way, which they
11 should have followed if they were coming home-

ith having l

i
1

ward. What was this for? It is not contended
that it was to avoid the peril of meeting with the
I| enemys; but the Commodore smid they wereafraid
i to go into action after they received the proclama-
! tion; for if they did g0, every man would go inte
| aetion with a rope around his neck.

i Now,the fact is, that the Commodore himself
| knew of the proclamation prohibiting Lis going to
| Yucutan before he left New Orleans; und he read
| ity or it was read to him there. Fle also knew
| before he sniled from Yucatan that the President
! had issued another proclamation declaring an ac-
. mistice. In consequence of it, Santa Anna with-
| drew his vessela from their position. Then the
| Commodore might have come home immediately;
but he did not do so. e wentto Allacranes,
where he staid to cateh turtle. After that, we
lose sight of the history of the turtles, e finally
. turned over the vessels, and ufter three years cruis-
ing, as he says, he had there one poor wounded
sailor in each vessel, without even.a fatturtle to
| subsist upon, and he claimed in a magnanimous
! manner-the support of the Government, and that
: provision should be made for them. e had had
! Ein poor fellows woundel, notin an action brought
[ on by the orders of Texas, not for the benefit of
Texas, but for his own individual grmtifieation

insubnrdination. ;
This iz not all, sir. When the vessels wers
turned over they were destitute of everything.
They were materially injured. The San Jacinto
had been lost on the firat cruise; and the San

|
i

|| literally destroyed urder his guardianship, and
! the country was not henefited to the amount of one

{ ernment at great expense had purchased several
{"thousand dollars® worth of Colt’s revolvers, and
! armed the sailors with them. Two hundred and
! thirty or two hundred and forty of them were fur-
| nished to the sailors. When the vessels were de-
! livered to the Government, only about forty of the
i pistols remained. The rest had been disposed of
| In some way ; even the chronometers of the vessels
[ had been hypothecated,, andthey werelost from the
| Goyernment ; and all the proceeds of the Yueatan
expedition, nearly two hundred thousand dollers,
aa reported, had been disbursed without any ac-
countability -to the Government. This was the
: conduct of the individual who suys he gave hig pri-
vate means to Texas. Hesays in his book:
 The promise of aid from 1y Government was forfeited,

and aggiandizement, and from a apirit of lawless
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awd [ was left with nothing to depend upon but the balance
of seven thousand and odd dollars. **

in another part he says that he had exhausted
hig individuul means Lo sustain the credit of the
Government. [le says he had to pay money to
keep the navy from being disbanded; and he attrib-
utes all the misfortunes of the navy to the hostil-
ity of the Executive,

What motive could the Executive have had for
hostility to the navy? He saw that it was roined
to the country. He saw that the resources of the
Government eould not sastain the navy. He per-
ceived the disorganized and demoralized condition
of it, from head to foot; and he was not for at-
tempting to keep it up; and this course met with
the approbation of the Congress.

Sir, I said that | would show that Commodore E.
W. Moore had not private means, sither to sustain
the reputation, or to maintain the service of Texas.
It w:i]r]be found, on referring to the records of the
Navy Department in this city, that Lieutenant E.
W. L{jnm‘c. late of the United States Navy, is this
day a defaulter to the Government of the United
States; and the circumstances under which that
defalcation took place can readily be ascertained.
If I am incorrect, it is because the record is false,
I am governed entirely by the record. It appears
that Lieutenant Edwin W. Moore resigned his
office in the Navy of the United States on the 16th
of July, 1839, and he was then indebted to the Gov-
ernment in the sum of 8906 11. Thisindebtedness
arose out of his having, by a power of attorney,
authorized John T. Donaldson, president of a life
insurancecompany at Bultimore, to receivea certain
part of his p:?l¥1 monthly for three years from the
navy agentat that place;and from his having sub-
sequently, himself, received from the purser of the
vesgel to which he was atiached more than the bal-
ance of the pay to which he waa entitled, after de-
ducting the portions thus allotted. On the 19th of
February, 1839, his aecount exhibited the balance
which I have mentioned asdue from him. The ac-
eannt was reported to the Second Comptroller of
the Treasury for suit. He was arrested in New
Yorl, but soon afterwards he was released on bail.
On the 3d of February, 1840, the Solicitor of the
Treasury remitted to the officer a certificate for
4500, which was anid to have been collected in a suit
agninst Joseph Hopkins, the bail. Mr, Moore's
account was credited with thissum,collected from
hia bail, but there is still upon the books of the
Department an unpaid balance due from him to
the Government.

With all hie professions of fervid patriotiam
toward Texas, with all his high respect for her in-
stitutions and her officers, could he have become so
devotedly attached to them as to forget his personal
credit in this country 7 Could he have left such a
debt in his native country, and yet have been so
munificent, as he alleges he was, to his adopred
land 7 Is it to be supposed, under the circum-
atances, when his bail was suffering for him, that
he would not have paid that sum, if he at any
time had possessed the meana? The Fourth Au-
ditor of the Treasury, under date of June 29, 1852,
aays *“ that there is a balance still standing on the

baoka of thizs office against E. W. Moore, of |

€406 11, which stiil remeins unpaid.”

Commodore E. W, Moore has drawn at differ- i

ent times, on sccount of his services in the navy
of Texas, the sum of §14,888; and the Legislature
not many years ago, appropriated §11,390 to re-
imbuarse him for advances which he had made on
account of the navy unon vouchers that were
equitably adjuated. Thns 26,178 were received
bj’ril1=i.m from Texas. Has she not treated him
well

But, sir, a8 he has charged me with erimes of
a degrading character, it is proper that 1 should
show from what source these charges emanate,
and how far my Government is to be injured by
any statements which he may make or may have
made. In this part of the case 1 will have refer-
ence to record testimony, and to nothing less than
record testimony., 1 will,in the first place, show
that he has drawn at several times of late years,
a3 agent of claims or administrator, large sums of
maoney, or its equivalent, from the State treasury,
which have not been accounted for, so- fam as the
Governmentis informed. How happened it that
he was an administrator of estates? Relatives are
the proper persons for administration; for if they

squander the pstate, they are interested parlies.
We find that there was a Lieutenant Cummings
who served withthe Commodore. This lieutenant
confided his claims to Comanodore Moore, and he
drew $2,052 01 from the treasury at Austin for
the lieutenant, and not one cent of that amount
has he ever paid overto him. He alleged that he
waas robbed, on hjs passage from Galveston to
New Orleana; but he never gave notice of it on
board the steamhoat on which he said the robbery
took place, ngr did-he apprise the gentleman whose
money it was, for months after, when he was
called upon.

He was also administrator of the estate of
J. T. K. Lothrop, an associate in arms, and he
recovered for him the sum of §3,766.
would have been of great benefit to the relatives of
Lieutenant Lothrop, but he did not pay it to them.
i I believe, however, that they have now put under
injunetion some of the certificates of the indebted-
ness of Texas which he received for those claims.
But that I may not be misapprehended i rela-
| tion to this Commodore’s integrity, | will refer to
" mnother case, which was examined and acted on
by the Legislature of Texas. It is the case of
Fleming 'I'. Wells, deceased, late purser in the
Texan navy. It appears that the committee on
the Texas debt b referred to them an applica-
tion on the part of the legatees of the deceased Mr.
Wells, for relief, They could notobtain a certifi-
i| cate on which to draw the money, Commodore
i
{
{

x

| Moore having drawn and transferred the same toa
| third party; and the application wastn enable them
!'to druw the money without the certificate, and at
| thesame time to abrogate or to destroy the certifi-
| tar. Wells, the brother of the decensed, went to
| Texas, applied for letters of administration, which
|

| meted were revoked.

had been drawn by Moore, and transferred to a
| third party, Wells filed an injunction to swop its

affidavit of Moore relative to the claim and trans-
fer, as well as the Jetter of the treasurer, which,
when all summed up, presents one of the most
remarkable cases of veracity or defective memory
: on record. “The committeg of the Legielature of
Texns, to whom the matter was referred, recom-
mended a bill for the relief of the heirs of Wells.
But here is the affidavit of Commodore Moore:
City of JAustin, State of Texas:

I, E. W. Moore, of Galveston, Texas, do solemnly
awenr that a cenifieate of second claes debt of the Siate of

i in my pozsession, but is illegally and improperly held by
some person who hing not autharity to draw or veceive the
said money from the treasury of the Srate of Texas, it
being the property of ithe aforesaid “F heirs-at law of the
sabd Fleming T, Wella.??

T therefore herety enter this my protest againat the Bame,
ar any part of it,buiuf
| officer io the present holder of the aforesaid certificate, or
| to any one, except the doly authonzed person 1 receive the
| same for the heirs.at-Jaw of the said Flemin
deceasad.

Given under my band this 16un doy

of February, 1852,
E. W. MOORE,

Late Administraior.

and subscribed before Franeis T. Duffan, a notary public
| of Travis eounty.
Hovse oF REFREEERTATIVES,
AuvsTin, December 15, 1853, i
A true copy of the origiegal now on file in the Honsa of

Representatives. RBEN. P. HfLL,
Chief Ulerk House of Representalives.

officer.

public debt addressed a letter to the Preasurer

upon the subject, to which that officer replied, as
follows:

Hon, James [¥. Seott, Chairman Commillre Public Dabt,
Huouse of Hepresenbolives. :
Srr: Inreply to your request, asking forsuch information

as am able togive, relutive to the situation of the public

debr cenificate of Fleming T, YWells, deversed, amounting
to £4,125 28, T will state the follewing facts ineldent
thersto :

My attention was first called to this elaim hy a protest

! filed by Richand Welle, administrator on the estate of 7, T.

i Walls, against the payment of any moneys due the setare

< P

This sum |

T. Wells, |

cate which had been given to Moore as administra- |

¢ were granted; and those under which Moore had |
As the certificale of elaim

. payment at the treasury; and here follows the |

ceased, "™ wnd praced fa oy hagod as administenior of the said 1
Wellg, by the anditor and eomptrolier of the Sinte of Texas, |
ainotinting to 54,125 28 ; hat the said eertificate is not now

paid by the trensurer, or other proper |

The document of which the ahove fs a copy, sworn to, |

|

|
H
i
1

Texas was issued to the  heirs of Pleming T. Wells, de- |

it the cases of the same character.

1852, On the 16th February another protest was filed in
the office, signed BE. W. Moore, lale adipioistrator, a copy
of which [ hand you. Early in the nionth of March last
the certificale was presented 1o this office for payment, by
B. F. Parkinzon, Bzq.,of New Orleans, acting, [ presume,
for ome J. T A eMullen. s

The dertificate had heen transferred for 4 valnabie eon-
sideration, as siated in the transfer, which was upon the
back of the eeriificate, by E. W. Moore, adminlstrator, and
scknowledged by him before 8 commissioner of deeds for
the State of Texas, residing in Philadelphin. :

I refused payment of the cerlificate at the time, upon the
round that there was nothing with e papers to show Ura
ﬁl:mm wasadministrator, exeept his signkture to that effece;
and also, because, admitting he had been the adminis-
trator, proof was submitted 19 me, showing that his pow-
ers were revolked, and that Richard Wells was the author=
ized perzon o receive the moeney.

©On the 15th of Macéh Inst, in the suit of Richard Wells,
administrator, vs. Moore and Parkinston, an njuncron
was granied, restraining me from the payment of this

claim; and on the 5th of May last, another injunction was

served on me in the case of Wells, administralor, vs.
Moaore and Parkimson., These suits, I presame, have not

| yet been decided.

ient servant,
RAYMOND, Treasurer.

TreasvReERe OrrFice, AveTiN, Junuar'y 24, 1853.

A tme copy of the original on file in the House nf Repre-
sentatives, BEN.F. HILL,

Chief Cilerk House of Representatives.

AUSTIN, December 15, 1853.

As these are records and official documents, I
have no hesitancy in presenting them, particularly
when 1 have been charged by this man with almost
every species of villainy. But these'are pot all

It appears that
there was an officer who served on bOlll'the same
ship with Commodore Moore, who was wounded
dangerously in the breast, and also in the head,
on the same ship the commodore was when he
saved his own head by dodging, of which wounds
he died in 1848, leaving a widow and one child.
His widow was anxiouz to obtain some relief
from Texas. She states that she visited thiscity
for the purpose of seeing myself or my eolleague,
[Mr. Rusk.] She did not happen tosee either of
us when she was here, but met with Commodore
Moore. She tald him her business, and he told
her that she need apply to no one but himself, and
that he would with the greatest pleasure take the
matter in hand. In 1848 she gave him a power
of attorney to draw whatever she might be entitled
to receive from Texas, Mark the dates<in this
transaction. She gave him, in 1848, a power of
attorney to draw the money that was due her.
Afterwards she wrote to him some three times, [
think, and made a personal visit here to urge the
matter. Ele never gave her any satisfaction, He
never answered her letters; and when she came
here, he discouraged her, and, as she had but
scanty mesans, she was compelled to return home.
In 1852, however, he wrote her this letter:

Wasmserox Crry, D. C., July, 1, 1852,

DeEsn Manax: Your letter of May 11 did not reach e
until yesterday. It eamne under the frank of ihe Hon. Mr.
Schooleran. T regrot the delay.  Your letter of Febriary
Tih I did notgety 1 was in Austing Texas, at that time, and
reached hereon the 14th of April. I was anxious to write
to you, but had lost your address, and am glad that I have
received your letter.

The power of antorney you gave me before is deficient.

Very respectfully, your obed
e TTUJABH

| T herfwim inelose you anciher, which you will please sign

aa hefore,afid have it acknowledged before a comnissinner
of T'exas, if there isane in your vicinity; if not, please have
it ecknowledged before a judge of he Unired Siates dia-
Lrict eourt 3 iF you caunot, have it done before one of the

¢ jmdges ol Btate of New York, amil get the cerifeaie of the
| Governor that he i= one of the judges ; one of these things

Moore solemnly swore to that in the presence |
of & notary publie; and it is certified as a trathful |
i and suthentic document by the chief clerk of the
Haouse of Representatives, the proper certifying

The chairman of the committee on
. the power of attorney been right, I eould have brought your
. money on with ma.

il

! to other than himeelf; this protest bears date February 19, li

ig necessary. After vou have the power of attorney ae-
knowledged, please gend it 1 e here, and T will send you
mine money by return mail.  The wenl the amonnt
I 'will send you as soon as I receive it from Texas, which
will ke ahout fe0 wonths afer | receive the power of
atorney properly anthenticated from you.

Very respecifully, your obedient servant,

E.W. MODRE.

F. 8. T will b here wmtil Congress adjourns, aflter
which T will he in New York, and perhape in Albany, and
will be pleasod by mecting you.  Provision was made hy
the Legislature in Pebruary Instto pay your elaim ; and had

X I hope your will sand ma the inalosed
back, without delay. Yours, E. W. MOORE.

Mrs. Naxcy WILBUR.

This was in 1852, although the original power
of attorney was in 1548, % do not Itirm;;-w' what
the object of this could be. In February last,
however, when | was in New Yorkcity, this lad
ealled upon me, and gave me information of all
the facts. From my knowledge of the Wells
case, and other eases of the same sort, | told her
Leould give her little'or no encouragement or hope
that she would obtain the money, but that I would
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do everything in-my power for the purpose of se-
curing it to her. She told me her destitution; that
she had a little boy dependent upon her, and that
all her means were exhansted In sustaining her
husband while he was sufferingunder his wounds,
I need not say that I sympathized with her. |
thought it ‘was a very hard case, and I was very
willing to do all that I eould for her. I wroteim-
mediately to the Government of Texas, stating
what Mra. Wilbur had represented, in order to
ascertain whether the money had been drawn by
Commodore Moore; and [ ‘desired, if it had not
been drawn, to arrest the payment of it at the
treasury, and save the money for Mrs. Wilbar.
1 was anawered on the 29th of March, 1854. The |
following is an extract from that answer:

T find the clalm of Lientenam D. C. Wilbur, for ser-
viees in the navy, amounting to $634 03, audited, and the
cerlificate or drafl 4lel-vcrndgMay 2, 1851, to E. W. Moare,
o the awthority of & power of attorney granted to him by |

Mra. Wilbur,

Mr. President, was not this really a hard case?
What could be the abject of his getting the'second
power of attorney in 1852, when he had drawn the

certificate in 18517 The lady, a few days sinee, !

called at this place with afriend, to ascertain what |
it meant. She applied to the Commedore, and he |

E.-we her no information, except that he toll her ! &

e had sent the certificate to Texas. The second
power of altorney was surely of no use, unless it
was to delude her, and throw her off her guard,
and keép up her expectations. Where that cer-
tificate is [ cannot say. [ will not say that it was
transférred, as the certificates of Wells and Lo-
throp were; but the truth ie, that the poor lady
could not get the certificate, and, with her orphan
child, she retarned disconaolate o her needy home,
without meeting that reward to which she was
entitled on account of the services of her gallant |
husband in the cause of Texas.

Sir, it would be tedious, or I would go on and
give letters confirmatory of the facts which have
recently transpired here in relation to similar mat-
ters.

I will now, however
the style in which 1 have been s{mkeh of by thia
individual, to show that he has ¢
sonality; but [ will not follow in that respect.
At page 175 of his book, when speaking in refer-

i

ence to the proclamation which was issued, and

which | have read, he uses this language:

“'The infumous courseadopted by the President was hard
to endure—a bitter return fur years of unrequited services
—eaustic to the wounds which poverty nnd distress ha
‘engralfted on the very soul ! And had it not been for the re-
drese which the forin of our Government guarantisd ; had

" President Houston been an awtoceat in faety as in imagina--
tion, we would have become the ontlaws he desired us to
become, anid have resisted authority in eelldefense.”

8ir, 1 think he had resisted the authority as far
ad possible. If he did not resist, he certainly to-
tally dieregarded his orders. I have no disposi-
tion to retaliate on him: bat I will read a little
more of his abuse, and then | will show some of
the cause for it; and, finally, | will read President

Jones’s veto, to show what hethought of this mat- |;

ter. The Commodore says: g
“ Having abeycd the injunctivns of the high-handed and

, give a few specimens of !

escended to per- |

T T
i Texas, and sailed, to eruise upon the high seas with anned |
| Vesaels, under the fag of this nation, which was piracy. -~ |

% On the 26ih of Apri!y 1843, with mntchless disregard of |
the Jaws of God and man, and contemning the lives of men,
you proceeded to execute the sentence of the snid illegal
courl-mariial upon the persons of Antonio Laudois, James
Hudging, l«anc Allen, and Willinm Simpson, by hanging
them at the foreyard of the ship Austin for one hour, and
committing their bodies untimely 10 the deep. 7%is was

Uracr.

“ For all these enumerated and unprecedented aets of
enormity, you are hereby dishonorably discharged from the
naval service of the Republie of Texas.

“ By order of the Preeident. ¢\ W. HILL,

¥ Secretary of War and Marine.”
Mr. BADGER. What is the date of that?
Mr. HOUSTON, July 9th, just after his re-
turn. Afier what [ havealready said, it may seem
superfluous, but [ will read, for the information of
the Senate, the veto of Mr. Jones, Presidént of the
Republic of Texas in 1845:

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Wazmneron, Texas, June 91', 1845. ;
To the hmorable the Senabe ;
The Executive reluros to the House in which itoriginated,
& bill to be eutitled A joint resolution for the relief of
i Post Captain B. W. Maore,” without *his approval and
| signaware s for the ilowing among the reasons:

Captain Moore, it appears, was arrested from his eam-
mand by my predecessor, upon charges of insubordinate
conditet vnd defiance of the laws and authorities of the
conntry, and disobedience of orders in the spring of' 1843,
ubscquently, a conrt-martial to investigaw igse chargea
was applied for by him ond granted. The eourt, afer a
patient and fair investigation of his offenses, for upwards |
of geventy days, fmand him guilty in manuer and torm as
charged, of tho tlowing. spreificntiona, viz:

1st. In that the snid E. W. Moore did not report at Gal;
veston with the vessels under his command, as ordered to
do, on the Sth November, 1842, reiterated on ihe 161 of the
sane month.

2d. Tn that the said E. W. Moora did not report in con-
formiry with the arders issued 1o him on the 4d Deesimber,
1842, and 2l Jaguary, 1¥43, requiring bim to aail for Gal-
veston, amd, after preparing bis report, as ordered in Ocm-
ber previous, to report in persowr to the Departmenti—but
refused In like manner 10 obey.

3d. In that the said E. W. Moore dig, on or about the
27th February, 1843, receive peremplory orders, under dute
of 220 January, of the same year, w0 leave the veseele then
llltgur his command in the port u¢! New Orleans, under the
colmmand of the senior officer present. and repnir withont”
delay to this place, (Washington,) and report 1o rthis De-.
partment in perdan § o which he likewise refused obedience
it the most positive nnd aneqgii voesl t#rme.

4th. In that the said 1. W. Moore did, on or about the

o 3d April, 1843, receive from this Depanment an order of

 su=pension frown wll eommnnd, dated on the 2lat of March,

of the same year, requiring him to report, in arrest, to ihe

Department in person, and notifying him that any interfer- ;

ence on hispart with the comumand, or with those who had

been directed w assume i, would be regurded by the Gov-
ernment a8 mutiny and sedition 3 10 which he also refused

. obadience, and continued to exureise the functions of com-

D manddr ol the navy.

| "Pha Bxecutive is satiafied, from an attentive examinn-
tion of e procecdings of the court martial which tried

U the snid Capiain Moore, that the verdict ol the court in re-
garid to the above was just, and fully eustained by the testi
mony adduced. The trinl appeais tobave been an impartinl

+ one—1he aceused had the benclinof witnesses bronght rom

Cdistant parts ot the public expenge, and the aid of compa-
tentonmnsel in his defense, i

Captain Moore therefore stands duly convietrd by a

eourt having co

| femees.  The penalty for these offenses which the conrt |

The joint resolulion propnses to mjenle_him from the

+ maind and emoluments

infamous proclamation.”?

The fact is, he did not obey the proclamation. I} of pa

It was an excuse for his getting off and avoiding
the enemy.

What obedience! What subserviency to law
and order! 1 think it very illy comported with
bis other acts. Surely it shows a greatamiability!
Now let me read his dishonorable discharge, of
which he complains so much, and for which, he
says, there was no authority of law. Afier enu-
merating the various orders which he had diso-

beyed, it goea on to say: |

& You entered into a compact with the autherities of Yu-

.catan, the inhabitants of a portion of the territory of vur |

eomnion enemy, withont the sanction or knowledge of the
Anuth ez of this Government. This was treason. Fur
these varions acts of disobedience and contumacy you were,
on the 216t of March, 1843, suspended from the eommand
of the navy of the Bupublfc, and ordered o reporn to the
Department of War and Marine in arrest.

“ Afier the reception of this order of suspension nnd

arrest, you, in violation of law, without authority, and dis-

regarding the rights of man, onlered a court martial 1o as-
scnible for al of thosa charged with mutiny on board
the San Autonio.

“ 0w the 1010 of April; 1843, while under suspension and
Arrest, disregarding the laws and authorities of this Govern-
ment, and in contempt of the laws of nations, you assumed

il law.
i1 ready sutfered wo mnch in blood and treasurs from insubor- |

| meourt of the country, the Executive alone Lias the power |
rdon by the Conztitution. ‘The jnint resolution, there- |
ii fore, assuming A fanetion not belonging o the Legisiatare,
U othe Exventive belivves is n violation of the fundamenial
Rut were it unt 8o, he conecives the conntry hasal- |
dination and disobediencee of orders for such a palpable in- |
stanee of itin an officer of the grwle of Captain Maore (o |
receive the exiraordinary meed of legislwve forgiveness |
! and reward. The sympathies of Congress and the Execu. |
I tive might indeed bo invoked in bis individsad behall; but |
it might well be refitsed, unleas Antonio Landais, James |
Hudging, [#aac Allen, and William Simpson, who were ex- |
eented at the yard-arm of the ship Austin, by hanging for |
one howr, and antil dead, for a similar vlivnse, by order
i of Caprain Moore, while under arrest himself, eould be re.
stored to life and partake of it efficacy. Could the * deep
| give up its dead,”’ and the sympathy elaimed be made gen-
! eral in ita operation, the Executive would gladly listen to
its dictates. But he can never sanction arule which hangs
the poar sailor, and rewards his officec for offenses of con-
genis el acter. ¥ K

The joint resolution proposes to allow Caplain Moore
geveral thousand dollars as his pre rata pay. Were there
no other objection 1o this ullowance, than the fact 1hat he
stands charged upon the books of the auditor of public ac-
counts for a large halance, the simple existenceof this fact
would be a sufficient reason, in the opinion of the Execu-
tive, for its rejections  Foon the inclosed certificate of the
anditor, it nppears that Captain Moore has received at dif-
ferent times since June, 1842, of publie money, §72,796,74; |

to exercise the functions of eommander of the navy of

and that up to the present time he has accounted for |

< P

st Jurisdiction of very aggravated of= |

ot the nuthority to enfores, is applicd by thelaw ; and i!
el (rom the service ia the slightest punishment which ig of t_he di;lnmalin corpa abroad controlled that
| SErVICe.

" effect of the court’s sentence and reinsiate him in his com- |
From the decision and sentence of *;

#21,851 $8—leaving in hiz hands, unaceounted for, the sum

of §50,875 36. Besides thiz, the Executive is informed,

Jhere is siil] a balance standing againet himon the auditor's
booke at Austin,

In addition tn these, under a proclamation issued by my

edecessor, claims have been filed against the Govermment
or debts contracted by Captain Moare o the amount of
$20,000 ; making an aggregate of berween §70,000 and
F100,000. Should the joint resolution now proposed he-
come A law, it will act as a virlnal relense to Copuwin
Maore froim all responsibility for this large sum ; and the
pay which is etipulated 1o be given him, could only be
viewed ‘as a reward for dizobedience and i:‘;f&mordinal.ion
10 the lawa and anthorities of the country.

Such a precedent, once estnblished in the ease of an oifi-
cer of Captain Moore’s rank in the publie service, the Ex-
ecutive coneeives would have the nmmediate tendency o
i Agubversion of all gnod order and all good gavernment.

ANSON JONES.

Moore was dishonorably discharged from the
servicé, and the acis set forth in the proclamation
were never denied and were undeniable, but still
he applied for a court-martial while President
Houston was at the head of the Government.
Although it was an ex Tastjacto law, and therefore
could really have had no efficiency, President
Houston approved the joint resolution to give
him a court-martial, knowing that no men on
enrth conld be selected who would not sustain the
President in his course, when Lhey saw the letters
and correspondence of the Commodore. He was
allowed a court-martial. I perceive that in his
; book, he calls it a packed court of the Executive.
; The Executive approved the resolution. e cared
nothing aboutit, for he had his own course marked
out, and all the ¢ourts in the world would not
induce him to sanction an illegal act, but he was
willing 10 have an expreasion of the opinion of a
gourt. Surely Commodore Moore has no reason
to find fault with them. He slept with, eat with,
drunk with, and staid with the president of the
court, and a part of the members; while the Pres-
ident of Texas never spoke to but one of them
that he knows of during the time. Certainly he
never had had a conversation in relation to the
subject with one of them. They did not find
Muoore gwilty of murder, although that he had
committed murder was the most self-evident prop-
osition in the world. They found him guilty
of disobedience of repeated orders, but fixed no
| penalty. The President eaid he cared nothing

about it. Now, | ask if the same acts had been
committed in any country in Christendom where
thevé is an organized navy, i an oflicey had com-
mitted the same outrages, and violated'the laws of
his country in such a flagrant manner, would his
life have been epared for thirty days after his ar-
rival on land, and afier the government laid hands
on him? When in the annals of Christendom have
such acts of enormity occurred? | have never
heard of them. FHere was a contumacy unparal-
| leled in history. ' Here was a total disregard of
| the intereats of the governmentand of the country.
i In fact, during the administration preceding that
of President Houston’s, the conntry had beencom-
pletely demoralized and disorganized. The head

he head of the navy controlled that,
| The head of the army, if it couid be said 1o have
any head, controlled that. 1t was not so with the
suceeeding Administration.

Here, sir, I must be permitied to say, that

it is a remarkable fact, that since the ex-Presi-
! dent of Texas took his seat in the Senate of the
| United States, he has abstained from ever men-
i tioning the name of this individual unless it was
! mentioned to him. Anxiogsthat the meritorious
! officers of the Texan navy should have justice
{ done them, 1 have forborne, though the bill has

been repeatedly under discussion, from making
‘an insinuation ageinst any one of them, My
| honorable wllm%ue was once very much indis-
; posed and unable 1o attend here, when he ex-
| pected the bill toeeme up. 1 had said to him [
i cannot speak on that bill, T will vote for it with
| you, but | cannot epeak on it.” During his in-
{ disposition, the bill was called up, and 1did speak
 for an hour or more,—~with what effect or what
wisdom I shall not pretend to say. 1 cast no re-
| flection on any one who pretended to be a member
j of the navy. The honorable chairman ‘of the
i Committeeon Naval Affuirs, [Mr. Gwny,] as well
| as the honorable Senator from Florida, [Mr.
i MawLonry,] who is a membar of that committee,
i cun testify, that when this subject was before
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them, [ begged of thent, ae far as delicac would
permit me, to make a report as favorable'to the

officers of the Texan navy as the facts would !

justify them in doing, without making an excep-
tion of any one member of the navy. This
course | have uniformly pursued. I have done
‘mothing to provoke the individual. Yet, sir, I did
not pursue this course from affection, respect,
love, or fear to him. .

Mr. GIVIN. If the Senator wishes a response
from me, I will stute, willingly, that he requested
me; as-chairman of the committee, to make as fa-
vorable a report as possible in favor of the officers
of the Texan navy.

Mr. MALLORY. It in dus to the Senator

fr_om Texns to say that he expressed the same de- !
“ gire tomyself. 1 never heard him say an unkind !

word of Commodore Moore, and 1 do not know
that I ever heard him mention his name before
to-day. J

Mr. HOUSTON, 1 have conversed with my
colleague about him, but even that has been inci-
dentally.
.wheve ; but I have never noticed him.

he has published it, that he has not spoken to me |;
I have“got o year’s start of him, !

for ten years.
for I have not spoken to him for eleven years.
[Laughter.
tion, | thin

Sir, I have presented to you facts which are
sustained by the record. 1 did not make it out.
I had a hand, years ago, in making some of it,
and [

Texas.
waa flourishing off

an ‘“ armed canoe’ under which the waves of the

gulf quivered, while the gallant Commodore was §
at Campeachy, where he disiinguished himself in '

dodging sixty-two pound balls, [Laughier.]

1 have before me a manuscript copy of a letter, |

of which I have alrexdy rea
This seems to be the original.

amphlets were referred 1o in the Commodore’s
etterto the Senator from Maryland, (Mr.Pearce,)
L thought they must contain something, I did not
know what, but as [ had never seen any pam-

hlets of his, | wasanxious to look at them. So

called on the Senator from Maryland and ob-
tained them. Of course they are public, and there
i no hl‘ltﬂ%ﬁ' of confidence on the part of that
Senator. he Commodore sent them to him, but
I doubt whether he ever read threm. In the man-
l.la_!(‘,i“i,pt letter to which I have referred, and which
ig now before me, there is a postscript which was
not published in the newspaper, but this is a mere
private “ snap,” I suppose. In the postseript, he
BAYS:

“The two prmphlets which T speak of) I send separate.
Tn an iuterview | conld explain 1o vour satisfaction many
things in relation to this subjeer, which would make alerter
toa long. 1 have not spoken to San Houston for more
than fen yeors; his course wowards meoriginated in aper-
ennal malter, and has cantinued 1o this day, from the saine
eause, at the same time, he holda himself ircesponsible for
Wie vile atise and slanders. The acermpanying letter will
illie=trante: thate et F. W. M7

a printed copy.

IHe says that o personal malice ngainst him
originated with me in 1840. The fact is, that [
never had a word of unkindness with him in my
life, T have no recollection of any. He says it

originated in 1840. When | was President m"i; but: that was: thelr faslt, not mine. [Laoghter.] |

i T will avail myself of this oceasion now to declare .

Texas he was Commodore, but he had never been

confirmed, and in July, 1842, I nominated him to |

the Senate and he was confirmed, and I commis
sioned him. Did that look like personal hatred
I think not. Swurely there is some inconsistency
or discrepancy here. Among the papers which
he sent to the Senator from Maryland, [ find a

letter on which is indorsed * the following letter |

was delivered to General Houvstox the dav it 18
dated.”” It is dated the 5th of May, 1845, and
purports to be written at Galveston. 1 do nat
think [ was there at that time. Let me read the
whole of this indorsement. Here it is:

“ The following leMer was delivered tn Gencral Houston,

the day it is dated, we being both in Galveston, Texas, at
the time, and he not accupying any official position,

A few daysafter,itwas published in the Galvesion News. |

He never answered it, nor did any of his friends atiempt 10

I have met him on the streets and else- |
I believe |

L He made nothing by that opera- |/

WHS Very sorry that | had occasion to do so. i
I was compeiled to do so from the condition of ;!
Every nerve was strained, and he was !
sweeping nway everything belonging to her, e ¢
: ampeachy, leaving our own '
coast exposed for three years without a veasel or -

Having seen that

{1 refute or deny the rtatemente made in it, and my statement
| to the people of Texus. They could not be denied:®

. I have never received a letter from Commodore
‘i Moore in my life, 1 believe; but yet the inference
| from this.would be, that he, or some particular
i| friend of his, had given this letter to me. He does
|| not say who delivered it, nor anything about it,
; but goes on descriptively and says, ** A few days
| alterwards, it was pablished in the Galveston
il News.""

i Idonot believe that, but I intend to follow it
! up and seeif the letter is on record. I am satis-
* fied that it never was, or my friends would have
[ told me of it. [ was on my way to the United
i States in 1845, and left Galveston some time in
i May, I think towards the latter end of the month,

|" but I do not believe 1 was there on the 5th of
* May. 1 wenton to Tennessee then, and did not
¢ return until the latter part of October following,
i 80 that I never hud an opporwunity of seeing this
1i letter.  But let us see the letter. Let ussee what
| it says:

]
i Gavveston, May 5, 1845,

Bm: T herswith inclosé a copy of a statement to the
enple of Texas of some of your sayings and doings in re
ation 1o nyself while you were President of this Republie.

1 would willingly adopt another course, and demand of
i1 you that redress which one gentlemnan has a right o expeet
| from another who has abused, vililied, and misrepresented
© him, as you have me on so many ocensions, in public bar-.
; roowms, in the stregts, and even in the presences of ladics,
but for the wall- known Get that you have refused 1o render
eatisfnetion to Geoneral Lamar, Judee Burmett, and Doctor
Archer, for gross and lagrant uets of injustice which yon
. have done them.  There is oue other resort==that of chas.
tizing you publicly—which 1 would adopr, were it not well
known thal you had subinitted 1o be thus disgraced by Col-
onel Jordon, in the town of Austing, while you were o mem-
ber of Congress.

I would bave ndopted the eonrse [ do now immediately
after the expiration off yonr term as Preside hael [ been
in the eonntry 3 hut T have hee ther Unig
October List ; amd my arrival heee the day before
as well ag yours ar the =ane tme, afords oe th

character (o the citizens of 'exas, as well as to the world,
e 10 o (rom Lime to lime, unlesa you
will render me redress for the repeated
+acts of nngentlemanly conduct off which you have been
foguilly twards imyseli, o geaily a pitiful spiritof revenge
R b originated in a cireamstance that oecurred on boarg
! aetenmbont, at ope of the wharves in this town, in the early
'| part ol the year 1840, before yon were nnmluntud,ﬁ:r the pres.
It ideney, which you doubtless well recollect, and which you
o Were ot ian enougly 1o resent at the e, bot walted witil

i

prosiituted in 8o inan y instences 1o gratify your eraven and
vindiclive propensiiss. 2. W MOORE.
Guneral Sax HovstoN.

Now, itis very well known that 1 had quitbar-
it rooms in 1843, [laughter,] und 1 only patronized
i

| presence of ladies.” That was a most inelegant

. abused him before lwlies. Why, sir, for me to
i depreciate such a gallant gentleman in the pres-
j| ence of ladies, after hia great feat of dodging can-
' non balls, woulil not be exactly clever on my part.
.| Mark you, he says, he would have demanded
i satisfaction from me, * but for the well known
! fact that you have refused to render satisfaction

i'to General Lamar, Judge Burnett, and Doctor

I! Archer, for gross and flagrant acts of injustice.” |

I never had a correspondence with any of these '
i Eemlemen, I believe, except official with Judge !
. Burnett.

I never had a correspondence with Gen-

't eral Lamar,or Mr, Archer, or a quarrel with one of !

thethree named. ‘I'o Le sure, they did notlike me:

that | never made a quarrel with & mortal man on

|| quarrel with any man, woman, or child living. If

I ghall try to take care that they do me no harmn.

General Lamar, of whom he speaks, was the
| last President of Texas before myself. Another
. zentleman referred to, Mr. Burnett, was President
. ad interim, but Congress did not give him legisla-

! tive functions: they only gave him judicial and

' administrative duties, and kept back the legisla-
| tive funitions, though he monopolized them all in
it the gross. I have nothing, however, to say against
i him, Thia letter proceeds:

€ [t inwell known that you sulivitted 10 be thus disgraced
t1 by Colonel Jordon in the town of Austin.»?

<

nity of apprising you of iy intention o show up.your true |

you wers elected by the good and aver confiding people of |
Texas to the highest office within their gitt; which- you

them in a small way before that. [Laughter.] ¢ In !
public bar-rooms, in the streets, und even in the

thing on my part! Surely | ought never to have !

earth ; nor will I ever do anything to originate a

they quarrel with me, it ia their privilege ; but 1 .

Now, he ia telling me all these things for the
first time; for I never heard of them before. [
! never spoke to Colonel Jordan but once. . When
il was standing with another gentleman, Judge
! Sterne, by a counter, in the city of Austin, a
i erazy man rushed out of & room inside, with his
L night-clothes on, with a drawn ax in his hand.
! Judge Sterne instantly disarmed him, and the
landlord took him away. The poor creature
was under the influence of manio-a-polu; and 1
suppose this was the case from which he origin-
| ates this great story. ook at the generosity and
t'magnanimity of the Commodore! He will not
|| disgrace himself, he says, by chastising in the
i! streets a man who has submitted to be disgraced
i once! [ do not think the Commodore has ever
|| whipped anybody ; at least, I never heard of it.
{' I would not fight a duel. One of the gentlemen
i| referred to did send me a verbal challenge. 1 do
/| not know whether my honorable colleagne wasin
/| Austin at the lime or not ; but if it was, he will
i remember it. It was a verbal challenge, sent on
{! a Baturday night, to meet the challenger the next
| morning. I objected tq it, first, on the ground
/| that we were to have but one second, and that was
‘I the man who brought the challenge. © Another ob-
! jection was, that we were to meet on Sunday
. morning, and that I did not think anything was

I to be muade by fighting on that day. ~The third
., objection was, that he was a good Christian, and
i had had his child baptized the Sunday before.
it The fourth was, that 1 never fought down hill,
‘i and I never would, [Laughter.] I must,at least,
i make character, if 1 did not lose my life ; and
i therefore I notified him in that way. He seemed
! to be satisfied with this gnnd-humm'gd anéwer,
!' and it is the only challenge 1 have ever received
i in Texas.
i This letter was found among the papers fur-
ished by Moore to the Senator from Maryland.
i ltiathe first I ever heard of it. Now, when a
:t men is so valorous and high-spirited, [ should
I dislike very exceedingly to disappoint him of a
i chance of showing it. IF he is for fighting, I will
! hand him over to one who will take care of him.
it There is a man in my country with whom he has
| had difficulties, and | find that his opinion of the
Commodore was published in 1848. Mark you,
the letter which ['l:nve read is dateld in 1845. The
' other, therefore, is & more recent dute, and [-giveit
i precedence. I think [ will keep mine an adjourned
;| matter, since it has been on hand so long, and let
:; the Commodore and this gentleman settle the quar-
: rel between them; and I-shall have nothing w0 do
! with the Commodore, if [ can helpit, until he has
gettled with this gentleman,
This gentleman, who talks very emphatically,
. has been a captain of rangers, and is said to be a
brave man. know nothing about him; only [
! know his standing as a captain of rangers, and a
' man of note in T'exas. Afier Commodore Moore
i had charged him with many things, and was com=
pelled to write an apologetic letter, Captain
! Grumbles goes on to say:
““As 1o the ¢ gallant Commodore,” 1 will merely say, that

he has brought his duplicity 10 such systematic perfection,
! that Judas himeelf, would ©blush with shame® at his come-
: parative i nifieanee in the art, if he could again be placed
. on earth, be brought in competition with this ¢ valiant
knight ofthe inespike.

* Commodare Moore has borne the reputation of a hrove
and Lonovable man, but | knde him 1o be an ignomninious
dastard, & tredchérons scoundrel, and a remorseless ffar,

[ hold myself personally accountable for wll that [ say,
S and T am always ready and willing 10 confront Commodora

E. W. Moore, and reiterate in his presence, what is here
! publizhed to the world. A
T his man hath dipped his tongue g0 oft and deep
In ihe tnltmi pool of perfidy, that his foul breath
Danh fill the air with stench.

“JOHN J. GRUMBLES.

“CTY oF AUsTIN, May 3, 1848,7?

The Commodore is thus estimated by an indi-
vidual who kaows him well—one whose positioh
in Texas is equal to hisown. Captain Grumbles
is a fighting man. 1Itis his profession. It is not
my disposition to interfere between these parties,
I will leave the Commodore, in all personal mat-
ters, to Captain Grumbles, who is mostcompetent,
and he avers, most willing, to confront his adver-

BATY.
fss.wi.ng said this much, I am done.

l -
© Texas Navy Association
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